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THE MUSIC OF ROBERT BEASER 
The 2003-2004 Karel Husa Visiting Professor of Composition 
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Kelly Covert, piccolo; Charis DiMaras, piano 
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Ithaca College Symphony Orchestra 
Jeffrey Grogan, conductor 
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The house carpenter 
He's gone away 
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Wendy Mehne, flute; Pablo Cohen, guitar 
Shadow and Light (1980) 
Tempo I 
Scherzando 
Lento; sostenuto 
Ithaca Wind Quintet 
Wendy Mehne, flute 
Paige Morgan, oboe 
Michael Galvan, clarinet 
Alex Shuhan, horn 
Lee Goodhew, bassoon 
Ford Hall 
Tuesday, October 21, 2003 
8:15 p.m. 
Robert Beaser was born in Boston, Massachusetts in 1954. He studied 
literature, political philosophy and music at Yale College, graduating 
summa rum laude, and earned his Doctor of Musical Arts degree from 
the Yale School of Music in 1986. His composition teachers have 
included Jacob Druckman, Earle Brown, Toru Takemitsu, Arnold 
Franchetti and Goffredo Petrassi. In addition, he studied conducting 
with Otto-Werner Mueller and William Steinberg, and composition 
with Betsy Jolas at Tanglewood. From 1978- 1990 he was co-Music 
Director and Conductor of the contemporary chamber ensemble Musical 
Elements, bringing premieres of over two hundred works to New York 
City. For several seasons he was Meet the Composer/Composer in 
Residence with the American Composers Orchestra at Carnegie Hall. 
In recent years, Beaser has emerged as a major voice in a new generation 
of American composers. Since 1982, when the New York Times wrote 
that he possessed a "lyrical gift comparable to that of the late Samuel 
Barber," his music has won praise for its balance between melodic 
sweep and architectural clarity. He is often cited as an important 
figure among the 'New Tonalists' - composers who are adopting new 
tonal grammar to their own uses - and through a wide range of media 
has firmly established his own language as a synthesis of European 
tradition and American vernacular. Beaser's compositions have earned 
him numerous awards and honors. In 1977, he became the youngest 
American Composer to win the Prix de Rome from the American 
Academy in Rome. He has received fellowships from the Guggenheim ) 
and Fulbright Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
Goddard Lieberson Fellowship from the American Academy and 
Institute of Arts and Letters, a Charles Ives Scholarship, a Nonesuch 
Commission Award and honors in the Stroud International Competition 
in England. 
Beaser's music has been performed and commissioned with regularity 
both in America and abroad. Orchestral works have been played by the 
New York Philharmonic, the Saint Louis Symphony, the American 
Composers Orchestra, the Baltimore Symphony, the Saint Paul 
Chamber Orchestra, the Crakow Philharmonic, the Rome Radio 
Symphony (RAI-Italiana) and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 
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